
Russell County School District 

Congratulations RCHS 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian 

RCHS 2021 PROM SNAPSHOTS 

We are very excited to celebrate our valedictorian and salutatorian for the Class of 
2021. Tamia Mack is RCHS’s valedictorian and salutatorian is Kori Crouch.  These 
warriors have gone above and beyond to show true warrior excellence in academics in 
the classroom.   

 
Tamia Mack plans to begin working a part-time job in the sum-
mer after graduation. She has been accepted to Jacksonville State 
University, The University of Alabama at Birmingham, The Uni-
versity of San Francisco, and Tuskegee University. When fall be-
gins, Tamia plans on attending Tuskegee University and earning 
her Bachelor's degree in Nursing. After college, she hopes to pur-
sue a career as a Neonatal Nurse Practitioner with the ability to 
work with a travel nursing company in order to travel to different 
hospitals and provide care to neonates everywhere! 
 
 

 
Kori Crouch plans to start working and attend a community 
college to earn her Associate's in Nursing beginning this upcom-
ing fall. Her top school choices are either CVCC or a school in 
Texas. Upon earning her degree, she will take the NCLEX so 
she can begin working as a registered nurse as she continues  to 
further her education by earning her Bachelor's in Nursing. 
Kori’s end career goal is to work in the mental health field.    
After she has completed her education goals, she hopes to start a 
family of her own. 
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“When we learn to become resilient, we learn how to embrace the beautifully broad spectrum of the human experience.” 

Jaeda Dewalt 

 

Juniors and Seniors enjoyed Prom on April 17th at Russell County High School. The RCHS Prom Committee 

turned the commons area into a beautiful and elegant "Enchanted Evening".  The Senior Advisors worked very 

hard to make prom happen for the Class of 2021 this year. These students had a night to remember.   
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SUMMER LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR ELEMENTARY & SECONDARY 

STUDENTS PRE-K—5 

BRYANT-JORDAN AWARD 
CLASS 6—HUNTER ADAMS 

In 1986, the Alabama Sports Hall 
of Fame joined forces with the Al-
abama High School Athletic Asso-
ciation to create the Bryant-Jordan 
Student-Athlete Program in order 
to provide scholarships to deserv-
ing high school students across the 
state.   
The Bryant-Jordan Scholarship 
Program strives to promote indi-
vidual growth in all student-

athletes.  This program provides scholarships to students 
who, by sheer determination, have overcome obstacles 
to achieve a level of excellence commensurate with their 
ability.  These student-athletes exemplify, by their indi-
vidual effort, the dedication required to be the best they 
can be. 
RCHS nominated Hunter Adams for this recognition of 
achievement.  He has maintained a level of excellence 
academically as well as athletically. Hunter has shown 
extreme dedication and growth to become “the best he 
can be”. He has gone above and beyond to demonstrate 
a desire to achieve excellence.  
Not only was Hunter nominated for this prestigious 
award, but he was also the regional winner for our area 
and was awarded a $3,000 scholarship for his achieve-
ment!  We are so proud of Hunter and the effort of ex-
cellence he demonstrates! Hunter is a true Russell Coun-
ty Warrior!  

Many upcoming learning 

opportunities will be of-

fered to students and edu-

cators as we continue to 

recover from school clo-

sures and COVID related 

learning loss. Get ready for a summer full of un-

finished learning support for all grades, K-12. 

Learning opportunities include: Summer Literacy 

Camp for K-3 students, Summer Support for 4-

5 students, Credit and Grade Recovery for 6-12 

students, a Special Education Summer Camp, and 

a Workforce Ready Summer Credentialing Camp 

for Career Technical Education (CTE) students. 

With remediation and enrich-

ment being the focus, our stu-

dents and educators will enter 

the 21-22 school year with 

the skills needed to continue 

the path toward becoming col-

lege and career ready.  

NEW EXCITEMENT 
RCSD ATHLETIC PROGRAMS 

FROM THE NEW ATHLETIC DIRECTOR, 
COACH CODY KEENE 

Exciting news is taking place in the world of 
RCSD athletics. The AHSAA has added girls’ 
flag football as a sanctioned sport. We are cur-
rently working through the logistics of a practice 
area, locker room and assessing the interest from 
our lady warriors. We will be adding this sport 
for the fall of 2021 due to the feedback we have 
received so far! We will also be adding e-sports 
which will play in the fall and spring. Announce-
ments will be made during the month of May 
which will include contact information for the 
head coaches/assistants for both of these sports.  
Please be on the lookout for these announcements 
along with some more announcements and ad-

vancements as far as RCSD ath-
letics. As always,     
GO WARRIORS! 

Relay For Life donations help fund ground-
breaking cancer research, patient care pro-
grams, and make a difference in our communi-
ty. Every donation helps the American Cancer 
Society save lives. 

We are proud to announce that pre-COVID and 
for the first time since the inception of the 
“Russell County Relay for Life Highest Team 
Fundraiser” trophy, the Russell County School 
District as a team raised the most funds and is 

currently in possession of 
this prized trophy. With the 
help of our stakeholders, our 
goal is to hold on to this tro-
phy for another year. Go 
Warriors! 

The Russell County Relay 
for Life live event will be 
held July 16, 2021, at Craw-
ford Park. Please mark your 
calendars for that evening 
event and wear your t-shirts 
proudly. 
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We are excited about the 2020-2021 accomplish-

ments in the Russell County Schools and as an ex-

pression of gratitude for the positive contributions, 

individuals were recognized and celebrated at the 

Sixth Annual Superintendent Awards of Excellence 

Banquet that took place on May 6th, 2021. During 

the event, Superintendent Dr. Brenda Coley honored 

students, teachers, administrators, support staff, par-

ents, and community members who demonstrated 

EXCELLENCE throughout the school year in aca-

demic improvement, character, support, volunteer-

ism, behavior, benevolence, instruction, and leader-

ship. We are thankful for the opportunity to share 

moments and excellence in the Russell County 

Schools. 

 

                                         

CAREER TECH HIGHLIGHTS 
 SUCCESS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 CONGRATULATIONS  & BEST 
WISHES TO RCSD  

2020-2021 RETIREES  

Always Remembered-It’s Your Time! 

It is a bitter-sweet time for us as a district when 
great teachers and support staff retire.  You have 
spent a life-time sowing into others and helping 
children grow into young adults.  You may be 
retiring but your impact will continue to be felt 
for many years.  There is no better time than 
now to let you know how much we appreciate 
you and to wish you a “Happy Retirement!” 

It has almost been two months 

since my first day as the Head 

Football Coach, and I must 

say the word excitement 

would be an understatement. 

We have been doing after-

school workout twice a week, 

and have been averaging 80+ 

kids a day! The one thing that 

I have realized is that these 

kids are starving for success, and as I tell them eve-

ry day YOU ARE WORTHY! We have several oth-

er things going on such as remodeling some facili-

ties, and equipment. The support that we have re-

ceived to get this done from the community has 

been above, and beyond! We will be starting spring 

training on May 10, with it concluding on May 21 

with a game at Troy University against Mobile 

Christian at 8 pm EST! Come out and support! It is 

great to be  a Russell County Warrior! 

SUPERINTENDENT AWARD OF 
EXCELLENCE RECIPIENTS 2021 

WELCOME RCHS NEW HEAD 
FOOTBALL COACH,  

DILLON GRIGGS 

Developing our workforce system 
is a large part of Governor Ivey’s 
vision for Alabama’s economy. 
Our CTE department is already 
contributing to the initiative in 
terms of training and credentialing 
as we prepare our graduates for 
high-wage and high-demand career 
fields of tomorrow. Mr. Saxon, 
RCHS automotive instructor, suc-
cessfully credentialed his students in the Automotive 

Service Excellence (ASE) program 
which many local automotive shops 
require of employees. Also, Mrs. 
Goode, RCHS Marketing instructor, 
successfully implemented and cre-
dentialed students in Customer Ser-
vice & Sales. Upcoming opportuni-
ties for students include: Praxis 1 
and 2, ServSafe, PCT, Pharmacy 
Tech, 

and CPU Science creden-
tialing. If you haven’t 
stopped by our CTE class-
rooms, please visit them 
to see the great training 
our employees of the fu-
ture are receiving.  

Laura Baker 
Tennis Britton 
Clifford Brooks 
Robert Butts 
Betty Day 
Cynthia Grimes 
Shannon Gunter 
Jessie Horn 
Tyrone Jordan 
Sandra Jordan 
Goveren Mitchell 
Lalanya Patrick 
 

Lorenza Pharrams 
Miller Phillips 
Mark Rose 
Barbara Washington 
Rozelene Wilson 



From the Superintendent’s Desk: 

Russell_csd @russellcsd Russellcsd myRCSD.org 

Dr. Brenda Coley 

Thank You for all that you do to support the students of the Russell County School District  
Pictured from left to right, beginning with bottom row: President, Eugenia Upshaw, District 5; Dillie Elliott, District 2; Superintendent,  
Dr. Brenda Coley;  Joseph Williams, District 6; John Keith Mitchell, District 2;  Timothy Simpson, District 7; Vice President, Kenneth  

Barnes, District 4;  and Tommy Pugh, District 3 

We Appreciate our Board Members 

Greetings Warrior Family! 
 
I want to begin by thanking each of you for your resiliency during the 2020-2021 school year. 
Congratulations on reaching the home stretch in spite of navigating the numerous challenges 
posed by the Coronavirus Health Pandemic. We recognize and celebrate your steadfast com-
mitment to adapt and embrace new safety precautions and innovative learning solutions to 
ensure a successful school year. Our warrior team has represented Public Education in an ex-
emplary way. THANK YOU!  

Your warrior spirit is evident as we reflect on our many accomplishments and prepare for end
-of- the-year celebrations. As we evaluate the progress of our four strategic plan goals- Create 
a safe environment, Establish and maintain a professional workforce, Create a positive culture 
and climate and Improve academic growth and achievement, we have achieved great success. 
Our team is currently developing a Road to Recovery Plan that will provide supplementary 
services, resources, and new initiatives that will aid our educators in closing students’ achieve-
ment gaps.  
Of the countless number of success stories within the 2020-2021 school year, it is my honor to 

award approximately two hundred high school diplomas scheduled for May 20, 2021, at the Russell County High School 
Football Stadium. The commencement ceremony will begin at 7:00 p.m. E.S.T. Please join our warrior family livestream 
as we celebrate our awesome seniors. We are so very proud of their hard work and dedication. Congratulations, RCHS 
Senior Class of 2021! WE CAN'T WAIT TO CELEBRATE THIS AMAZING MILESTONE WITH YOU.  

Although leading through the pandemic has revealed to us much about how vulnerable students, faculty, and staff are to 
physical, social-emotional, and mental health demands, great things are yet happening in our schools under these peri-
lous circumstances. I am confident in our warrior commitment to continue leading with excellence during the unexpected 
times ahead of us. We look forward to the new opportunities and encounters that the 2021-2022 school year will bring. 
Remember, we are all in this together as we are “Warrior Strong”. I am excited about a new era of inspiring, empowering, 
and educating with Excellence in Russell County Schools. We look forward to much more excitement that is on the hori-
zon. As always, I am grateful, honored, and blessed to serve our students and this beautiful community.  
 
Warriors Rise, 


